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CAbstract J This paper conducts an exploratory research on government institutions’ microblogs ( GIMs) in China opened on Sina Wei-
bo finds that 1 917 GIMs have been opened on Sina Weibo by April 19 2011. Microblogs of police department are the most active a—
mong all GIMs. The study also finds that many Chinese government institutions have realized the significance of employing microblogs
in government and start to actively open official microblogs to interact with netizens. However there still exist some problems with
Chinese GIMs such as imbalanced distributions inadequate interactions and poor sustainability. Besides Sina Weibo’ s classification
and management of GIMs also have some defects. This paper provides some suggestions for improving GIMs in China.
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